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March 26, 2023 

 

 

AVAILABLE DAYS FOR  MASS INTENTIONS 
                April: 2023 
7AM   
Mon 10th, 17th, 24th:  
Tue 18th, 25th 
Wed 12th, 19th, 26th 
Thu 20th, 27th 
Fri 14th, 21st, 28th 
Sat 8:30AM: 22nd, 29th 
Sat 5:30PM: 22nd 

We are excited to announce that we are once again preparing 
the annual tradition of honoring those couples in our Archdi-

ocese who will be celebrating five, twenty-five and fifty 
years of marriage for the Catholic Faithful in the year 2023! 

The anniversary liturgies will be held in the Cathedral Basili-
ca of the Sacred Heart in Newark as follows below. The 50th 

Anniversary Mass will be celebrated by Cardinal Joseph 
Tobin. The 5th & 25th Anniversary Mass will be celebrated 

by Bishop Gregory Studerus. 
April 16, 2023 3:00pm 50 Years (All Counties) 

May 7, 2023 3:00pm 5 Years & 25 Years (All coun-
ties) 

To register Please call Denise Perry at the  
Church Rectory  

 
 
 
 
 

   
Sat,   03/25/2023                     05:30 pm 
           Vicky Lopez 
Sun,  03/26/2023            09:00 am 
           Memory of John Borg 
 03/26/2023                    11:00 am 
Protection of Babies in the Wombs and 
their Families 
Mon, 03/27/2023             07:00 am  
 Julius Ihiegbunam & Deceased Rela-
tives 
Tue,  03/28/2023                     07:00 am  
 Memory of BertieJulien  
Wed,  03/29/2023           07:00 am 
Thanksgiving for the Birthdasy of  Vic-
toria Oguh 
Thu,  03/30/2023             07:00 am 
 Thanksgiving for Jean Laurent
 Fri,  03/31/2023          07:00 am 
          Thanksgiving for Jean Laurent
 04/01/2023                 08:30 am 
  Death Anniversary of Rosain Ma           
           kasakit 
            04/01/2023           5:30PM 
          Agnes Pollak 

WEEKLY COLLECTION 

 
March 19—20, 2022: $4,301.00 

 
March 18-19, 2023: $4,055.00 
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Over time, the practice of observing Holy 
Week spread throughout the Christian world, 
with prayers, historical re-enactments and 
special liturgies. During the Middle Ages, the 
celebration of the Easter Vigil gradually fell 
out of practice. The important days of the 
week were Palm Sunday, Holy Thursday, 
Good Friday and Easter Sunday. 
In 1955, the Vatican re-established the East-
er Vigil as an important part of Holy Week. 
During the Second Vatican Council (1962-
65), the bishops called for the restoration of 
the early Christian rituals for receiving new 
Christians into the Church at the Easter Vigil. 
In 1988, the Rite of Christian Initiation of 

Adults was issued. 
Today, Easter Vigil with the 
Easter fire, the lighting of 
the paschal candle, the 
reading of salvation history, 
the celebration of the sac-
raments of initiation for cat-
echumens and renewal of 

baptismal promises for the faithful is once 
again an integral part of Holy Week celebra-
tions. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Recovering the Full Celebration 
 of the Liturgy Receiving  

the Blood of Christ  
 
 
 
 
 

Beginning as early as the Evening 
Mass of the Lord’s Supper on Holy 
Thursday, April 6, 2023, but no later 
than Pentecost Sunday, May 28, 2023, 
parishes across the Archdiocese of 
Newark will once again begin offering 
the Blood of Christ at Mass. This will 
allow all parishioners to respond to Je-
sus’ command to eat and drink at their 
own level of comfort . 
 

In the first century, the early Christians cel-
ebrated every Sunday in commemoration of 
the resurrection of Jesus. By the second 
century, they established a particular day 
for the celebration of the resurrection, 
which was connected to the Jewish Passo-
ver. Their observance began at sundown 
on Saturday evening. They called it the 
Night of the Great Vigil, a time of remem-
brance and expectation that lasted through-
out the night so they could sing “Alleluia” at 
dawn on Easter morning. It was during the 
Night of the Great Vigil that new Christians 
were received into the Church. 
By the fourth century, it became customary 
for people to make pilgrimages to Jerusa-
lem to celebrate what was called the “Great 
Week,” which included Holy Thursday, 
Good Friday, the Easter Vigil and Easter 
Sunday. The diary of a woman named Ege-
ria in 381 contains the first accounts of the 
special rites, prayers and devotions that 
took place in Jerusalem during the Great 
Week. 
Over time, the practice of observing Holy 
Week spread throughout the Christian 
world, with prayers, historical re-
enactments and special liturgies. During the 
Middle Ages, the celebration of the Easter 
Vigil gradually fell out of practice.  
 
The important days of the week were Palm 
Sunday, Holy Thursday, Good Friday and 
Easter Sunday. 

 
In 1955, the Vatican re-established the 
Easter Vigil as an important part of Holy 
Week. 
During the Second Vatican Council (1962-
65), the bishops called for the restoration of 
the early Christian rituals for receiving new 
Christians into the Church at the Easter 
Vigil. In 1988, the Rite of Christian Initiation 
of Adults was issued. 

         YOUR GUIDE TO 
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When Lazarus died, Mary of Bethany 
must have been heartbroken. 
 

You can see why she would have been. 
She loved her brother Lazarus, and she 
trusted and loved Jesus. Like everybody 
else in her community she knew that Jesus 
could heal sick people. So when her 
brother got sick and she knew that Jesus 
was nearby, she turned to him for help. 
Then she waited three desperate and in-
creasingly miserable days. During those 
days Jesus didn’t come and Lazarus died.  
 

And so she was devastated. Her beloved 
brother was dead, and her beloved Jesus 
seemed to have disregarded her entirely in 
her  time of need. She must  have felt  sure 
that she had lost the desires of her heart 
and lost them irretrievably. 
 

But what the story of the raising of Laza-
rus shows is that a person can feel sure 
about such things and still be altogether 
mistaken. 
 

Mary wasn’t entirely wrong. She had this 
much accurate insight into herself: she 
was right in thinking that it was her 
heart’s desire to have her brother and to 
be loved by Jesus. 
But she was mistaken about what the ful-
fillment of those desires would be. She 
thought that she could have the desires of 
her heart only in case Jesus came to her to 
heal her brother before he died. Conse-
quently, when Lazarus did die, Mary 
thought that she had lost what she wanted 
most. 
 

READINGS  
 

Fifth Sunday of Lent 
 

 Reading I: Ezekiel 37:12-14 
 Psalm: 130:1-2,3-4,5-8(7) 
 Reading II: Romans 8::8-11 
 Gospel: John11 :1-45 
 
 
 

What the story makes clear, though, is that 
the Lord can know better than a human per-
son does what she most wants. We are not 
surprised if the Lord knows better than we 
do what is good for us, and we generally ex-
pect that good to be something we don’t 
want. But in this story the Lord knows bet-
ter than Mary what she herself actually 
wants. 
 

When Jesus raises Lazarus from the dead, 
Mary has her brother and is loved by Jesus 
in a way more deeply fulfilling to her and 
more glorious than the mere healing of her 
brother in his sickness would have been. 
And  here is the thing to notice: Jesus was in 
the process of giving her what she wanted 
most even as she was firmly persuaded that 
she had lost it forever. 
 

And so the story helps us see that the Lord 
can be trusted even with the deepest distress 
of the hearts of those who are his own. As 
the Psalmist promises (Ps 37:4), the Lord 
will give the desires of their hearts to those 
who put their trust in him.  

Eleonore Stump 
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REPORT ABUSE  
 Protecting God’s Children 

The Archdiocese of Newark takes very seriously any 
and all credible complaints, and encourages anyone 

with knowledge of an act of sexual  
misconduct by the clergy, religious and lay staff to tell 

us immediately, so that we may take  
appropriate action to protect others and provide sup-
port to sexual abuse victims. Individuals who wish to 
report an allegation may do so by calling the Child 

and Youth Protection.  201-407-3256, Fax: 973-497-
4001.  Or In person,  

171 Clifton Avenue. Newark, NJ 07104 
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.ORATIO IMPERATA AGAINST THE 
COVID-19 

 
Merciful and compassionate Father, we 
come to you in our need  to seek your pro-
tection against the Covid-19 virus that has 
disturbed  
and even claimed lives. 
We ask you now to look upon us with love 
and by your healing  hand, dispel the fear 
of sickness and death, restore our hope, 
and   
strengthen our faith. 
We pray that you guide the people tasked 
to  find cures for this  disease and to stem  
its transmission. 
We pray for our health workers that they 
may minister to the sick with competence 
and  
compassion. 
Grant them health in mind and body, 
strength in their commitment, protection 
from  
the disease. 
We pray for those afflicted. May they be  
restored to health. 
Protect those who care for them. 
Grant eternal rest to those who have died. 
Give us the grace in these trying  times to 
work for the good of all and to help those 
in need. 
May our concern and compassion for each 
other see us through  this crisis and lead 
us to conversion and holiness. 
Grant all these through our Lord Jesus 
Christ your Son who lives and reigns with 
you, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, God 
forever and ever. Amen. 
Mother Mary, help of all Christians, pray 
for us. 

St. Raphael the Archangel, pray for us. 
St. Roch, pray for us. 

Ministries: If you’re interested in ministries of ser-
vice either as a Lector or Eucharistic Minister, 
please fill out the form below and give it to Fr 
Frank.  An information & a training session will be 
held so you’ll be prepared. 
  Name :  _______________________________ 
  
 Telephone _____________________________ 
 
  ___ I am interested in serving as a Lector 
  ___ I would like to serve as an Eucharistic Minister   

 
We are Looking for more Altar Servers, girls and 
boys, third grade or older, to participate as ALTAR 
Servers. This ministry is a wonderful privilege for 
either young  
Or older people.  It allows you to participate active-
ly in the weekend celebrations of the Eucharist. 
Please fill out the form below and return to the rec-
tory or Fr Frank 
Name:______________________ Grade _______ 
 
Phone_________________ School __________ 

 

You can Sponsor the ALTAR BREAD,  
the SACRIFICIAL WINE, OR the  

SANCTUARY LAMP! 
 

The Sanctuary Lamp, Altar Bread and Sacrificial Wine 
are nice ways to remember someone in need of healing, 

those who are celebrating births,  
anniversaries, etc. or a deceased loved one.  

It reminds us the ever presence of Christ. We bring our 
intentions into HIS PRESENCE with our offering. If you 

wish to remember someone in this special way, the 
Sanctuary Lamp will burn for a week, and the Altar 

Bread OR the Sacrificial Wine of everyday Mass will be 
offered for your intention an entire week 

 
(circle one) Please, consider offering the:  
 

Sanctuary Lamp  or  Altar Bread  or  Sacrificial Wine  
 

In Memory of:  
___________________________________________ 
 
 

Or for a special Occasion starting on:___/____/___ 
 
For:_______________________________________ 
 
 

Requested by:_____________________________ 
 
Telephone #:_______________________________ 
 
Please fill out this form.  Return it either to the rectory or 
to Fr. Frank with a check in the amount of $25.  


